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to pny $600,000 or more 
for a newer luxury condo. 
Units in older buildings 
range from $350,000 to 
$500,000. If you'd rather 
rent, two•bedroom condos 
close to downtown go for 
nbout $2,600 a month. 

Maine taxes nre a mixed 
bag for retirees. Residents 
can deduct up to $10,000 
in pension and retirement• 
account income from state 
taxes. But singles with tax• 
able income of more than 
$50,000 and couples with 
income exceeding $100,100 
pay the top tax rate of7.15%. 

Portland winters can 
be harsh, but for retirees 
seeking a break from the 
snow, Portland International 

Jetport is 15 minutes from 
downtown. RIVAN STINSON 

LANCASTER 
CITY, PA. 
Population: 59,700 
What $300,000 will buy: 

3·bedroom, 2.S·bath condo 

Best place touardsa: Susque-

hanna River Water Trail 

5-starhospltal: Lancaster 

General Hospital 

The Costco in Lancaster 
City hns designated parking 
for horse•drawn buggies, 
a reminder thnt Lancaster 
County is home to the larg• 
est Amish community in the 
U.S. But while Lancaster 

offers an abundance of 
bucolic charm, it also 
provides plenty of urban 
amenities. 

Over the past 15 years or 
so, the city has revitalized. 
Franklin & Marshall Col
lege expanded, Penn Medi
cine built an anchor cam
pus, and the city gained a 
baseball stadium and a con
vention center. 

Downtown's focal point 
is the Central Market, a 
grand, red•brick building 
where, three days a week, 
local farmers, bakers, 
butchers, flower growers 
and dairies sell their wares. 
From the market, it's an 
easy walk to boutiques, 
coffee shops, Gallery Row, 
the Fulton Theatre and the 
Ware Center for theater 
and other performing arts. 
Locals turn out for First 
Fridays, when galleries and 
other venues stay open late, 
and for Third Fridays, to 
hear music. Baseball fans 
can catch a game at Clipper 
Magazine Stadium, home 
to the Lancaster Barn
stormers baseball team. 

The county's population 
is growing, as is suburban 
development. But to pre
serve the county's rich land 
and verdant vistas, 106,000 
of its roughly 610,000 acres 
have been preserved with 
agricultural easements in 
perpetuity, says Lisa Riggs, 
president of the Economic 
Development Company of 
Lancaster County. Within 
15 minutes' drive of down
town, you can find yourself 
surrounded by rolling coun
tryside dotted with huge 
farm homes, well-kept 
barns and many farm 
stands, some operating 
on the honor system. 

The countryside attracts 
bicyclists, and the county 
has an expanding "rails to 
trails" network that both 
walkers and cyclists enjoy. 
The Susquehanna River 
Water Trail lures fishers, 
boaters and birders. 

The inventory of homes 
for sale in the county is 
slim, particularly when it 
comes to the type popular 
among retirees-single• 
story homes with a master 
suite-says real estate agent 
Jeff Peters. But housing 
is relatively affordable, 
especially for retirees 
who have sold a home in 
an expensive metro area. 
For about $300,000, you 
can get a two•bedroom 
condo downtown, a fully 
renovated rowhouse, or a 
single-story, two-bedroom 
home in a 55-plus commu
nity. To meet rising de-

. mand, new rental communi
ties are springing up 
everywhere, with monthly 
rents ranging from $1,400 
to $1,800, Peters says. 

The county has at least 20 
55-plus or continuing-care
retirement communities,
says John Swanson, presi•
dent of CCRC Willow Valley,
which is located five min
utes south of downtown.
The community offers a
variety of housing, from
apartments to single-family
homes.

The largest health care 
facility is Lancaster General 
Health, part of the Univer
sity of Pennsylvania Health 
System. Pinnacle Health, 
in Lancaster and Lititz, is 
part of the University of 
Pittsburgh Medical System. 
Penn State Health is build
ing a large outpatient facil
ity in the county, and its 

Oll/2Cll8 IIIPUNGEA'SPBISON&LRN.INCE 29 






